C16-19
Hazards and Risks Oguchi, Japan Renewed
C16-20
Health and Environment To be confirmed Renewed
C16-21
History of Geography Schmidt di Friedberg, Italy Renewed
C16-22
Islands To be confirmed Renewed
C16-23
Karst Ravbar, Slovenia Renewed
C16-24
Land Degradation and Desertification
To be confirmed Renewed
C16-25
Landscape Analysis and Landscape Planning
C16-26
Land Use and Land Cover Change
C16-27
Latin American Studies Delgado, Peru Renewed
C16-28
Local and Regional Development
C16-29
Marginalization, Globalization, and Regional and Local Responses Déry, Canada Renewed
C16-30
Mediterranean Basin Paradiso, Italy Renewed
C16-31

Modelling Geographical Systems
Fotheringham, USA Renewed
C16-32
Political Geography Virginie Mamadouh, Netherlands; Alexander Murphy, USA
Renewed
C16-33
Population Geography Piguet, Switzerland Renewed
C16-34
Sustainability of Rural Systems
Schmitz, Belgium; Holly, USA Renewed
C16-35
Toponymy To be confirmed Renewed
C16-36
Transport Geography To be confirmed Renewed
C16-37
Urban Geography:Urban Challenges in a Complex World Rozenblat, Switzerland Renewed
C12-38
Water Sustainability Frank Winde, South Africa Renewed
T16-01
Olympiad Task Force Sue Lomas, UK, Su-Min Shen, China-Taipei Renewed
T16-02
Centennial and Sesquicentennial Task Force
T16-03
Young and Early Career Task • To strengthen the position of the IGU as a truly global organization 6
• To play a leading role in research on sustainable development and territory 7
• To promote geography and to foster its integration in the international media space 8
• To make geographical education a focus of IGU activity 9 10
Kolosov reported on the truly global nature of the IGU, given that (following the acceptance 11 of the four new national members approved earlier) has 68 full member countries and 39 with 12 observer status. Task Force events  45 where and when possible and review their reports as part of the process that leads to the 46 selection of the winner of the Commission Excellence Award and the inter-congress review. 47
Members of the EC are responsible for the administration of the IGU Travel grant 48 programme, represent IGU (Geography) at national and international events, set-up 49 promotional stands at exhibitions and distribute publicity materials etc. They also provide 50 material for the e-Newsletter, annual report and Bulletin etc. Moreover, the executive act as 51 'ears to the ground' regarding developments, directions and trends in the discipline of 1 geography. 2
As Treasurer, Meadows presented summary details regarding the financial situation of the 3 IGU, which remains sound. This is illustrated in the data presented in Tables 1 to 3. Table 1  4 indicates that, although there is a substantial amount of variation between years in terms of 5 income and expenditure, income generally exceeds expenditure during most years and the 6 total amount held in the various IGU accounts has increased over time. 7 8 Table 1:  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  Table 2 illustrates two key elements of the IGU accounts, viz. the operating account balance 19 at year-end, the annual cost of EC member attendance at IGU events and the total amount 20 disbursed to Commissions, Task Forces and special projects. It is apparent that the net assets 21 continue to grow in dollar terms, the EC costs are being reduced in general, and that the funds 22 disbursed to the community of geographers by the IGU have grown substantially since 2008. 23 The Netherlands --Joos Droogleever-Fortuijn, University of Amsterdam 32
Turkey--Barbaros Gönençgil, University of Istanbul 23
Slovenia --Anton Gosar, University of Primorska 11
France--Nathalie Lemarchand, University of Paris VIII 21
Finland --Jarkko Saarinen, University of Oulu 19
Israel--Izhak Schnell, University of Tel Aviv 9
India --RB Singh, University of Delhi 32
Canada--Rémy Tremblay, Télé-Université (University of Quebec) 20 19 Accordingly, Droogleever-Fortuijn, Gönençgil, Lemarchand and Singh were elected as Vice-20
Presidents for the period 2016-2020 through the 34 th Istanbul International Geographical 21
Congress. Given that Himiyama, who was now elected Vice-President for the period 2014-22 18, was elected President, this created a Vice-President vacancy for the remaining period. 23
The General Assembly agreed that a runoff ballot should be held between the four originally 24 nominated candidates who were not elected in the initial ballot. The result of the runoff 1 ballot was as follows: 2 3 4
Slovenia --Anton Gosar, University of Primorska 11
Finland --Jarkko Saarinen, University of Oulu 8 Head of the United Nations Integrated Peacebuilding Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS). 8 9
Israel--Izhak
Many individual projects are underway that deal with the diverse aspects of the IYGU, from 10 science to education and art and music. Concrete progress has been made on three of the 11 Springer Briefs. A partnership has been proposed between the IYGU and the OEI, with the 12 latter offering to translate and potentially publish the six briefs into Spanish and Portuguese. Following discussion over the previous few months, the International Geographical Union 28 and the International Association of Geomorphologists has prepared a memorandum of 29 understanding in order to facilitate co-operation on activities and projects of mutual interest. 30
The memorandum is attached to these minutes as Appendix B) and was signed at the General 31
Assembly 2017. These audited statements should be made available to the membership via the web 50 every year, and for the past four years at the General Assembly. Any relevant amendments to 1 the IGU statutes should introduced as per accepted procedure. 2 3
The Finance Committee also reflected on the comments made at yesterday's General 4
Assembly by the Secretary-General and Treasurer concerning fluctuations in the South 5 African rand. Given the increasing amounts of funds being managed by the IGU, including 6 the Endowed funds, it is recommended that the IGU Executive seek appropriate advice 7 concerning the desirability and feasibility of reducing its financial risk by adopting a risk 8 management approach to its currency and/or investment portfolios (e.g., GICs, money 9 market, bonds, equity 
